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INTRODUCTION 

The Five Mile Creek runs through the centre of Woodend township and is a major public open-space asset for the community. The creek catchment supports a 

range of threatened flora, fauna and vegetation communities and, in particular, the Black Gum of which the only known occurrence in Victoria is at Woodend.  

Woodend Landcare and its predecessor ‘Friends of Five Mile Creek’ have been working along Five Mile Creek for more than 20 years, primarily on woody and 

other weed control, and revegetation. In the past eight years, at least 20 working bees have involved the larger community and schools in bringing the creek 

back to a healthier waterway, and about 12,000 indigenous plants have been put in the ground.  

Woodend Landcare needs help to maintain the work done to date and to further improve the creek. It would like to see the wider community and stakeholders 

engaged in helping to enhance and restore five Mile Creek. It hence initiated the development of this ‘Community Involvement Plan’ for the Five Mile Creek 

from Romsey Road to Gregory Street, Woodend.  This plan compliments and updates the ‘Waterway Action Plan’ developed by North Central Catchment 

Management Authority in 2004.  

This plan outlines a vision, as identified by stakeholders and community, to improve the Five Mile Creek. It also addresses the important issue of ongoing 

management and maintenance responsibilities for on-ground works that are undertaken along the creek. In doing so it identifies the level of involvement that 

people and groups are prepared to commit. 

Woodend Landcare has the following aims for this community consultation project:  

1. To develop an overall grand plan for the creek between Romsey Road and Gregory Street 
2. To establish a group/organisation to act as the coordinating/overseeing body for the creek activities and development – keep an overall watch on 

what is happening of the creek 
3. To raise awareness within the town and particularly with stakeholders, on the importance of the creek, for them to be conscious of the creek and 

factor it in to their decision making 
4. To allow the creek to become a unifying community asset that builds community strength and connection 
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METHODOLOGY 

Woodend Landcare proposed the following stages for this project: 

1. To engage stakeholders in the concept 
2. Bring the whole community into a planning process to develop a vision for the creek 

Krista Patterson-Majoor and Caitlin Griffith were engaged as consultants to determine the level of interest different groups have in being involved in Landcare 

activities along the creek and community group interest in being involved. Stakeholders include Macedon Ranges Shire Council, sporting clubs that are situated 

alongside the creek (including cricket, golf, football and bowls), Scouts, Rotary & Lions Clubs, NCCMA, Heritage Society, Woodend traders and the broader 

Woodend community.  Further the consultants started the community planning process to develop a ‘vision for the creek’. Interested community members 

and adjoining landholders to the creek were also invited to be part of this process. 

Community groups and landholders were engaged and their levels of interest were determined through the following process:  

1. Stakeholders were invited to complete a questionnaire and to attend a preliminary workshop.  

2. Workshop 1 brought local groups together to discuss the proposed project and suggest levels of involvement to the groups.  

3. Workshop attendees were asked to follow up with their community groups about their vision for the creek and future level of involvement in 

management.  

4. Letters sent or hand delivered (with discussion with landholders on the project) to adjoining landholders containing survey and invite to a second 

workshop.  

5. Community members were invited to attend Workshop 2 through articles in local paper, promotion in Macedon Ranges Landcare e-broadcast and mailout 

to Woodend Landcare mailing list. 

6. A second workshop was held to discuss what level of involvement community groups feel capable to provide and to share their visions for the creek. 

Adjoining landholders and general members of the community were also invited to participate in this workshop.  

7. Residents and groups unable to attend the workshop were invited to submit their ideas for inclusion into the plan. 

8. Groups who did not attend either workshop or submit a ‘vision statement’ were asked if they would be interested in participating in an annual working 

bee run by Woodend Landcare. 

9. This report was prepared for Woodend Landcare outlining the partnership groups’, landholders’ and community members’ visions and possible 

involvement. It provides a summary of the consultation process and recommendations for follow-up process and methods for involving different 

stakeholders (including residents) in future Landcare activities and planning for Five Mile Creek. 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 

 

ABOUT FIVE MILE CREEK 

Five Mile Creek begins its course on the northern slopes of Mount Macedon and flows into the Campaspe River near Carlsruhe. The major township it flows 

through is Woodend. This township stretch of the creek is the focus of this report - the section that flows from Romsey Road in the east to Gregory Street in 

the west. Map 1 indicates the location of the creek within the township and the associated photos highlight some key places along the creek.  

Through the township of Woodend, Five Mile Creek is edged by public land, which is managed by the Macedon Ranges Shire. At the Romsey Road end it is 

surrounded by a predominately residential area. Approximately 43 households are on land adjacent to the creek.  The creek then flows through the centre of 

town past playgrounds and sporting facilities before returning into farmland. A very well used walking/cycling track follows the course of the creek along its 

entire length through the township. The majority of the town’s community and sporting groups have their grounds or buildings adjacent to the creek.  

From a social perspective, Five Mile Creek is a very important asset for the Woodend community. The public land surrounding it provides a valuable natural 

recreation area, in particular the walking/cycling track. It links the residential areas of the town to the commercial and sporting facilities.  

The environmental benefits of the creek and its environs are also highly 

valued. The Five Mile Creek Water Action Plan developed by North Central 

Catchment Management Authority in 2004 provides an ecological overview of 

the creek’s catchment health including its history/heritage, topography and 

native flora and fauna. Located in the Central Victorian Upland Bioregion, the 

ecological vegetation class of Five Mile Creek in Woodend is Swampy Riparian 

Woodland which is considered endangered in Victoria. Significantly, Five Mile 

Creek is home to the endangered Black Gum (Eucalyptus aggregata).  Black 

Gum is considered an endangered species in Victoria (NRE 1997). The public 

land along Five Mile Creek protects this significant vegetation as well as 

provides a wildlife corridor through the township.  

Under the index of stream condition, Five Mile Creek is rated poor. However, 

substantial work along the creek in the township has vastly improved its 

biodiversity and water quality. Platypuses have been sighted in the creek and 

the vegetation is home to many bird species. 

Right: a section of Five Mile Creek in the residential area in Woodend. 



Page 5 

 



Page 6 

 

The largest use of the creek area by the Woodend community is for walking and cycling. There are several park areas which are utilized for family picnics and 

barbeques. Of particular note is the popular Woodend Children’s Park for which the creek provides a beautiful backdrop and nature play area. 

 
Above left: Like the football field, most of the major sporting grounds in Woodend township are located along Five Mile Creek. 

Above centre: The walking/cycling track along Five Mile Creek is an important asset for the Woodend community. 
Above right: The Family Heritage Walk along Five Mile Creek. 

 
The creek has many uses for community groups in the town. The two local primary schools have been involved in enhancing the creek through weed control 
and revegetation projects. They also use the tracks for cross country training and have conducted lessons with students on habitat and water systems. The 
Woodend Heritage Society has a popular Family Heritage Walk along the creek. Visitors enquiring about nature walks are often referred to the creek by the 
Woodend Visitor Information Centre. Finally, Five Mile Creek is a major focus for the efforts of Woodend Landcare. 
 
These public activities do have some impact on the creek. The key threats to the creek have been identified as littering, weeds, and declining water quality due 
to storm water run-off.  Falling trees, vandalism and the on-going maintenance of walking track/rotunda/BBQ areas/seats were also identified as issues. The 
major weeds requiring control include Willow, Gorse, Broom, and Blackberry. These are all weeds of national significance.   
 
The creek is an important asset for Woodend and a coordinated approach is needed to organise user groups to assist with maintenance and care issues. 
Respondents to the questionnaire agreed that while the Macedon Ranges Shire Council may be ultimately responsible for the creek, the whole community has 
a part to play.  
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THE COMMUNITY’S VISION  FOR FIVE MILE CREEK 

Based on submissions received and ideas collected at the 6
th

 September workshop there was greatest interest from the community in the following aspects of 

Five Mile Creek: 

 Weeds 

 Track and access 

 Community and education 

 Biodiversity 

‘Preservation of ecological integrity of the creek’ was identified as a high priority for the community.  There were a number of more specific projects suggested 

by the community that could contribute to this including major works around the Racecourse to remove weeds and replace with indigenous plantings, 

maintenance of existing Landcare plantings, encourage natural regeneration of Black Gums and the beautification of the Romsey Rd entrance to Woodend. 

In relation to weeds there was interest in broad scale invasive weed removal, broad scale woody weed removal and more specifically an interest in tackling the 

woody weeds behind the houses along Tennyson St roughly between Anne Rd and Russell Ave. 

In relation to track and access, a number of ideas focused around the access and continuity.  While some people suggested bridges to make the track more 

accessible at various points, there was also a suggestion that there be a track all the way along both sides of the creek.  There is a definite interest from the 

community in the completion of the Woodend to Hanging Road 

cycle/walking path.  In addition the maintenance of the track came up a 

number of times. 

Community and education aspirations varied, with no stand out ideas, but 

a general interest in the creek being a space that people feel connected 

to.  This included ideas for interpretive signage and community planning 

for the creek. 

Other issues of interest identified as lower priority included drainage, 

water quality, fire, recreation and amenities and rubbish.  This does not 

mean these issues are not important to the community, just that they 

were rated as a lower priority by those who contributed to this project. 

Left: Weed infestation on Five Mile Creek at the bottom of Golf Course Hill. 
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INVOLVING THE COMMUNITY 

Several options for participation were suggested to participants.  These options were: 

 Do nothing 

 Occasional working bees 

 Adopt a section 

 Contribute to a plan 

 Form a community committee 

 Other (participants suggest their own method of involvement) 

While there were a number of options regarding how groups, landholders and individuals could contribute to the creek, it appears the greatest 

interest/capacity for involvement was through ‘occasional working bees’.   

There were a number of groups who either did not respond to communication or responded that they were not able to contribute.  These groups are 

considered to be in favour of the ‘Do Nothing’ option. 

Some landholders demonstrated an interest in ‘Adopting a Section’ perhaps near their land. 

Other groups who were unable to make an ongoing commitment through on-ground works or involvement in a committee were kind enough to offer other 

support such as use of rooms, facilities and cross promotion of activities. 

While there was an interest in the community being connected to the creek, 

there was a limited interest in forming a ‘community committee’.  This 

suggests other methods for increasing connection to the creek may be more 

successful.   

Some groups, individuals and landholders did demonstrate an interest in 

being involved in a short term process for making a plan for the creek. 

A detailed list of responses received from groups and individuals has been 

provided to Woodend Landcare in the full report.  

Right: School planting project along the creek.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

This process has opened doors to groups, individuals and landholders in the Woodend community.  In order to keep these doors open, a few projects of 

particular interest to these groups, individuals and landholders could be followed up on.   

A list of recommended projects has been generated based on the four highest priority areas (‘weeds’, ‘track and access’, ‘community involvement and 

education’ and ‘biodiversity’) identified by those involved in this project.  Also considered is the capacity of all groups, individuals and landholders who have 

expressed an interest in being involved on an ongoing basis.  Appropriate projects have been matched with appropriate groups, individuals and landholders. 

The following projects and methods for community involvement are recommended: 

Who Activity Location How Why 

GROUPS 

Groups not 

listed for 

privacy 

Interpretive 

signage project to 

increase 

community 

connection to the 

creek 

Full length of 

creek 

This could be done in consultation with groups 

through a joint funding opportunity.  Signs 

could include historical, ecological and current 

local action information and encourage using 

the creek for health and fitness. 

An interest from the community in increasing 

community connection to the creek.  A good 

avenue for continued relationships with these 

groups.  A good method to promote Woodend 

Landcare to walkers and creek users if signage 

includes Woodend Landcare details. 

Group with 

woodworking 

skills 

Nest box building 

and monitoring 

Full length of 

creek 

Occasional working bee 

A group with woodworking skills could be 

approached to build nest boxes.  They could be 

provided with nest box designs.  Appropriate 

nest boxes for the area would need to be 

researched. 

A ‘nest box’ project could be appealing to local 

schools, scout group or a group with 

woodworking skills.  This could also address the 

community interest in increasing the ecological 

integrity of the creek. 
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Country Fire 

Authority 

Woodend 

Engage with CFA 

over weed 

management and 

planting densities 

Full length of 

creek, particularly 

near Buffalo 

Stadium 

Ongoing consultation with CFA An opportunity to maintain a relationship with 

this group and to utilise their expertise in fire 

issues as relevant to Landcare. 

Nearby 

sporting clubs 

Local group 

fundraiser 

working bees 

Close to relevant 

sporting club 

facilities 

Occasional working bee 

Numerous groups who have said they are too 

busy to take part in occasional working bees, 

may be interested in running a working bee as 

a fundraiser for their club. For example, 

Landcare could apply for $1000 per day for 

weed control and donate this to a club for 

carrying out weed control work. 

An opportunity to develop a relationship with a 

group that feels too busy to participate in a 

working bee.   

An opportunity to improve the ecological 

integrity of the creek. 

Groups not 

listed for 

privacy 

Planting site 

maintenance 

 

Planting sites 

along Five Mile 

Creek 

Occasional working bee 

Groups could assist with site maintenance 

through guard removal and collection at well 

established sites, summer watering if needed. 

Groups who have previously been involved 

have expressed an interest in continuing to be 

involved in occasional working bees only.  

However if the groups are not planting, 

alternative activities are required. 

LANDHOLDERS 

Residents in 

houses on 

Tennyson St 

Woody weed 

removal, 

particularly 

Willows, followed 

by indigenous 

planting for bank 

stabilisation and 

beautification 

Behind houses on 

Tennyson St, 

roughly between 

Russell Ave and 

Anne Rd 

Adopt a Section and occasional working bee 

Residents in these houses on Tennyson St 

involved in weed removal and tidy up led by 

Woodend Landcare with a follow up BBQ at 

Ruby McKenzie Park.  An opportunity to discuss 

with residents the possibility of ‘Adopt a 

section’ option for continued maintenance 

A particular interest from several of these 

households in cleaning up this area 

Could be promoted as a great ‘meet your 

neighbours’ opportunity 
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Landholders 

not listed for 

privacy 

Engage with 

landholders over 

Shirley Park Plans 

Shirley Park Adopt a Section 

Woodend Landcare to continue contact with 

relevant landholders. 

Maintain an understanding of Shirley Park and 

the possibilities of positive and negative 

impacts on Five Mile Creek.  These issues 

should be followed up as needed. 

Landholders 

not listed for 

privacy 

Weed control - Adopt a Section 

Relevant landholders have offered to do weed 

control in this area if they have bridge access. 

An opportunity to increase the ecological 

integrity of this area and maintain relationship 

with these landholders. 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

Community 

members not 

listed for 

privacy 

Romsey Rd 

beautification 

project 

Romsey Rd area 

of Five Mile Creek 

Adopt a Section 

Relevant community member could be 

approached to lead, manage and run a 

Landcare project in this area.  This would need 

to be done with good consultation. 

An opportunity to increase the ecological 

integrity of this area.   

 

PUTTING PROJECTS INTO ACTION 

The above projects will require a specific plan for putting into action.  It is recommended that Woodend Landcare committee determine priority projects with 

consideration of stakeholders to engage and priorities for the health of the creek.  This could assist in developing a calendar for implementation of projects. 

These projects could be funded as a ‘joint community involvement project’ or as a range of separate projects through a number of avenues including: 

- North Central Catchment Management Authority: Landcare funding opportunities 

- Macedon Ranges Shire Council: Community grants  

- Department of Sustainability and Environment: Communities for Nature grants. 

- Federal Government: Caring for our Country community grants 

- Department of Planning and Community Development: volunteer and community development grants 
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Map 2: Five Mile Creek: Woodend Community Involvement Plan – recommended projects 


