
 

 

 
Fauna Monitoring Program 

 

 
“We have to get a picture of what is out there if we want 

to protect endangered species” 
 

 
Purpose 
The Macedon Ranges Shire Council manages several 
areas of bushland throughout the shire. Bushland 
Management Plans have been created for a number 
of these reserves. These plans have identified a 
history of disturbance such a logging, land clearing 
and other damaging activities. Council is working to 
protect and restore these areas which will enhance the 
habitat for our local fauna. Currently, there is limited 
baseline data on what species are present in these 
reserves.  
 
The purpose of Council’s fauna monitoring programs:    
 

 To develop a broader picture of what species exist within Council’s reserves. This 
baseline information will help gain an understanding of health and biodiversity of 
reserves/habitats. 

 

 To help evaluate the impact and effectiveness of post management actions. 
 

 To assist Council to identify and prioritise future management actions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Strategy 
The Council is exploring a number of survey methods which include the use of nest boxes, 
remote wildlife cameras, spotlight nights and hair collection traps. Other fauna monitoring 
activities may be explored in the future depending on community and stakeholder interest. 
 
The data provided from these activities will be stored in a Council managed biodiversity 
database and will also be shared among other databases such as NatureShare and the 
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas. 
 

How can I get involved? 
The nest boxes are being constructed by community groups such as the local Men’s Sheds, 
Malmsbury Justice Youth Centre and schools in the region. On-going monitoring is required to 
keep records and to ensure pest species aren’t occupying nest boxes. 
 
Council also has some remote wildlife cameras which can be used by Landcare and Friends 
Groups to monitor species in our reserves. Volunteer organisations are being sought to sort 
through this data to assist with identification of species.  
 
It is essential to have community support for this program. We are keen to form partnerships 
with various groups and organisations interested in participating in the following parts of the 
program: 
 

 Constructing nest boxes 
 

 Assembling nest box kits 
 

 Monitoring nest boxes 
 

 Hosting a community spotlight nights 
 

 Installing remote wildlife cameras 

 Reviewing camera footage for wildlife 
cameras and recording data in our 
database 

 

 Bird watching community days 
 

 Participation in annual frog census 
 

 Bat or moth night 

 
For more information on how to get involved in the project, contact William Terry on 
wterry@mrsc.vic.gov.au.

 


