
WOODEND LANDCARE NEWS 

What’s been happening 
Hi from the Secretary and Vice President.  When we moved our information dissemination on-line (see our blog address in the 

banner above) our newsletter went into a hiatus,  but we thought it would be a good  idea to bring it back twice a year to enable 

everyone to look back at our achievements, and forward to our plans, in a holistic way. 

The focus of Woodend Landcare is on the public land around Five Mile Creek, and our Thursday Crew also work on other areas 

of public land and assist with local  community projects. 

In addition to our on-ground work (and in-trees with nest boxes) we also participate in community activities, such as information 

stalls at the annual Sustainability Festival and the local farmers’ markets and displays in the Woodend Library. 

We are a member of the Upper Campaspe Landcare Network, which means we share information and projects with other local 

Landcare groups.   The North Central Catchment Management Authority also supports us with information, events and some 

funding. 

The Macedon Ranges Shire Council (MRSC) also supports our activities and we are in close contact with them about our activi-

ties and about Woodend’s natural environment. 

This newsletter will cover some of our recent achievements and plans for the future. 
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New work beside the Woodend Children's Park 
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Thursday Crew - a mainstay of our group 
The Thursday Crew got going back in the mid-2000s when Bert Dawson inspired his neighbours in Quarry 

Road to clear up blackberry patches and other fire hazards along the road.  Lachlan Milne, of MRSC, encour-

aged them to join forces with Woodend Landcare so the council could provide the permits needed for their 

work and also to get funding.   Since then they have gone from strength to strength and now have work pro-

jects running all across Woodend.  Quarry Road has become a lovely walking area, especially in Spring 

where beautiful indigenous wildflowers can be seen. Contact us if you want to join the Crew. 

Lake Earnshaw  
Lake Earnshaw is a man-made feature west of Gilbert Gordon Oval which was used as swimming hole in the 

old days.  A couple of years ago, the Thursday Crew took on the blackberry– and gorse-infested tangle, 

which was two metres high in places.  The woody weeds were cleared over nine months, mostly by hand.  

Peter Newell  and Dale Johnston  both assisted with machinery to finish the toughest areas and smooth out 

the site to enable mowing.  A local tertiary student, Rachel Campbell, developed a management and improve-

ment plan for the site as her major  tertiary assignment in conservation and land management.  The plan in-

cludes re-vegetation, walking paths and public seating.  We will start on the paths and seating when funds 

become available.  Macedon Ranges Shire Council has supported us with mulch and mowing. 

Some of the other Crew Activities (too many to mention) 
 The new RSL WWI memorial by the golf course —initial site clearing; 

 The Rotary exercise track around the former Woodend Racecourse—some initial clearing and on-going 

maintenance; 

 Campaspe Park  - cutting down gorse and blackberry  near the picnic  tables; 

 David Currie footbridge (by Romsey Road) - maintaining the site by clearing blackberries and 

 Jeffrey and Urquart Streets have both been cleaned up, with the help of local residents. 

Expert 
Knowledge  

 
Woodend Landcare is fortu-

nate to be able to draw on 

the skills and expertise of 

our members.  

For instance, we have sev-

eral members who are very 

knowledgeable about our 

local ecology: plants, 

weeds, soils, climate, best 

planting methods and 

times, and local fauna. 

We also have people who 

know how to search, and 

then  apply  for, grants that 

will fund our activities.  

There are members who 

plan our resource use, e.g. 

ordering seedlings and tree 

guards. And also hiring 

contractors, negotiating 

with the council and writing 

submissions on policy mat-

ters. 

We commissioned a report 

on engagement with other 

local community groups 

involved with Five Mile 

Creek. 

Our publicity officer  has 

done a terrific job bringing 

us into cyberspace with our 

blog and automatic notifica-

tions of events (please sign 

up if you haven’t done al-

ready). 

There is always someone 

to provide morning tea for 

our Sunday working bees. 

We would love to pass on 

our knowledge to a new set 

of enthusiastic people—

please consider coming on 

board. 
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Lake Earnshaw—looking north 



Some of our other plans 
for next year and beyond 

 
 Five Mile Creek enhancement—weed clearing from Romsey Rd 

to Jeffrey St 

 Black Gum ‘rescue site’ (between Pyke & Bowen Streets) - 

maintenance 

 Woodend Racecourse Grassland reserve— monitor status 

 Supporting Macedon Ranges Indian Myna Action Group 

 Participate in community events, such as Clean Up Australia Day, 

Woodend Children’s Festival, Sustainability Festival & Farmers’ 

Markets. 

 Write Woodend Star articles on Landcare 

 Waterwatch program—support a volunteer who monitors Creek 

water quality 

 Participate in training & courses, such as First Aid & chainsaw 

safety. 

 Member social events. 

Do any of these projects interest you?  Please see our blog for events 

or ask us a question. 

Slatey Creek Black Gum    
Reserve 

This small reserve is on Ashbourne Road and 

has been carefully tended by a local Landcare 

member for many years, with help from some of 

his neighbours.  It exists for the preservation of 

a stand of black gums (E. aggregata) - 

Woodend’s own tree which is locally endan-

gered. 

Landcare also monitors patches of Black Gums 

all around Woodend and has engaged with an 

academic who specialises in the study of indig-

enous trees. This tree species is always a con-

sideration in our plans. 

Some of our working bees are devoted to main-

taining remnant areas of vegetation, such as in 

this reserve. 

Trees for Mum 
For the past few years we have had a ‘Trees for Mum’ planting day on Mother’s Day.  

The act of planting a tree for a loved mother seems to bring peace to many of the par-

ticipants.  Angela Van Dam developed the idea for us and because of her flair for pub-

licity and her communication skills, the events have drawn lots of people each year.  

Plants being delivered to a planting site (courtesy of our blog). 

Planting into a weed mat, near the Childrens Park. 


