This iconic tree is
found only within
a 4 km radius of
Woodend township.
It is under
direct threat from
development and
land clearance.

Preserving Woodend’s

BLACK GUM
Eucalyptus aggregata

SPOT A BLACK GUM

•
•
•
•
•

Small to medium-sized woodland tree that grows 18–20 m tall
Bark on the trunk and main branches is dark grey to black, deeply fibrous or flaky
Glossy green leaves are alternately arranged along the stems and are 5–12 cm long by 1–2 cm wide
White flowers are arranged in groups of seven and appear from November to May
Grows on alluvial soils in cold, poorly drained flats and hollows

UNIQUE TO WOODEND

The only known natural occurrence of this endangered species in Victoria is a 20 km area surrounding Woodend;
not surprisingly the Black Gum is recognised as a valuable part of the Macedon Ranges’ unique natural environment.
Populations of the Black Gum are also found in the southern tablelands of NSW sparking speculation over its origin.
Regardless, the species has been classified as endangered in Victoria and has also been listed under the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act.

OUR BLACK GUMS ARE AT RISK

The species’ very limited geographic range makes it highly vulnerable to further loss.  Almost all of the known populations
are on private property or public land that are under threat from aggressive weeds, urban development, roadside clearing
and roadside maintenance activities. Unfortunately the Black Gum regenerates poorly – without protection – in urban
areas of Woodend due to mowing and herbicide use. It is particularly vulnerable because so many of the remaining
stands are on road verges.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

Woodend Landcare has planted 600 Black Gums on public land in Woodend over the last 12 years. We hope to double
the number of Black Gums on private properties in and around Woodend to complement the distribution on public land.
You too can help the Black Gum by planting them on your property. The species is versatile and can be a useful shade tree
with its dense canopy. It grows especially well near any damp spot or on slopes.

Looking for more information?
woodendlandcare.wordpress.com
woodendlandcare@gmail.com

Woodend Landcare thanks the Bjarne K Dahl Trust,
dedicated to conservation of eucalypts, for project funding.
Photographs © Paul Gullan, Jackie Miles, Peter Yates

