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Quarry Road Rail Reserve:  
Significant Native Groundflora
Locals may have noticed that the very wet winter in 2016 led to 
an abundance of indigenous wildflowers  and grasses in sections 
of the Rail Reserve this spring. The display was so rich this 
season Woodend Landcare was moved to develop a management 
plan to protect the most significant areas and create guidelines 
for mowing/slashing undertaken by Landcare, V/Line, MRSC 
and local residents.

Highlights from an ecological report commissioned by Landcare:
• five species of orchids
• rich suite of lilies, daisies, peas and grasses
• vegetation is of regional botanical significance
• groundflora of exceptional quality and diversity.

The impact of mowing

Occasional and well-timed mowing can be utilised to manage 
native groundcover but it is important that such mowing is not 
too frequent and mowers are not set too low. Native plants need 
to be left to grow to the flowering–seeding stage, when they can  
drop their seed, to be ready for the next ideal winter/spring 
combination. If plants can’t seed, they die out.

Striking a balance 

Landcare is working with V/Line to install some signage and to 
establish a mowing regime for the area, in consultation with CFA, 
which will allow adequate time for the wildflowers to grow and 
set seed for the following year as well as meet fire prevention 
expectations.

Locals are asked to keep a lookout  
for future conservation signage.

Please do not mow these areas.

For more information and mowing guidelines

See the full species list and more wonderful photos on our blog 
(woodendlandcare.wordpress.com)  

If you’re interested in joining us for an occasional working bee  
to protect this local asset, email woodendlandcare@gmail.com 

Golden Moth Orchid Chocolate Lily Tall Sundew

Bulbine Lily Beard Orchid Prickfoot

Forest Sun-orchid Milkmaids Common Rice-flower

Showy Podolepis Common Fringe-lily Kangaroo Grass


