
Benefits of Riparian Vegetation Provides habitat for 
Woodend’s iconic 

Black Gum.

Forms a corridor 
that supports the 

movement of 
terrestrial plants 

and animals.

Deep roots 
stabilise stream 

banks.

Tree canopy 
shades waterbody 
and regulates light 
and temperature.

Leaf litter provides 
food for freshwater 

invertebrates.

Filters nutrient run-off 
from the surrounding 

catchment and prevents 
algal blooms, fish kills and 

pest insect plagues.

Deep roots control 
channel shape and 

often reduce 
flooding.

Fallen limbs 
provide habitat 
for fish (snags).

Tree hollows 
provide valuable 
habitat for native 

animals



Black Gum Facts
Black Gum (Eucalyptus aggregata) is an endangered 
tree that grows in NSW and Victoria. In Victoria, 
this species is only found around the township 
of Woodend. Black Gum grows in cool, damp 
areas such as frost hollows and along the banks 
of the Five Mile and Slatey Creeks. Most Black 
Gum populations are very small and threatened 
by weed invasion, grazing by stock, vegetation 
clearance, climate change and soil compaction.

The strip of native vegetation that grows on the 
banks of rivers and creeks is called ‘the riparian 
zone’. Restoring Black Gum habitat along riparian 
zones can not only save a species from extinction, 
but provides a number of important ecosystem 
services. Furthermore, planting Black Gums 
sequesters carbon and helps reduce levels of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
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How to Identify Black Gum

Avoid clearing Black Gum and its habitat.

Exclude stock and control weeds in Black Gum 
habitat.

Plant Black Gums in suitable habitat on your 
property.

Make a donation to the Threatened Species 
Conservancy to help us continue our important 
work.

Join the Woodend Landcare group to help 
protect and enhance Black Gum populations.
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Help us save Black Gum.
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Help save Woodend’s 
iconic Black Gum.

www.tsconservancy.org

Black Gum,
Eucalyptus aggregata

Black Gum grows up to 20 meters high and has 
rough, dark brown bark that is present even on 
the smaller branches. 

Buds have slightly pointy caps, each cluster 
of buds contains 4 to 20 buds which open in 
Summer. 

Black Gum fruit (gumnuts) are very small (4 to 
5mm wide) and form a tight cluster.


